BULLETIN FROM 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service 439 East 51st Street 


Cecember 4, 1936 


SUPPLEMENT CN FOREIGN BOOKS 


Mrs. Natasha Smillie, in cooperation with the dealer, B. Westermann Company, Inc., 
24 West 48th Street, New York, has selected these titles in French, German and Ital- 
ian, suitable for individual or group reading and for holiday gifts. The prices are 
necessarily tentative. Further information about these and other titles can be ob- 
tained from Westermann's. This list is suggested simply as a nucleus, and the in- 
formation given about the individual titles is intended as a guide for selling. plus 
sales might be secured through calling this service to the attention of your custom- 
ers who are interested in foreign books. 


FRENCH BOOKS 


Colin, P. BRUEGEL LE VIEUX 
(Bruegel-The Old) 


and 


Kunstler, Ch. WATTE AU Floury 


*K These books belong to the series "Anciens et Modernes" and are the first 

two on old masters. There were six books on the moderns a year ago. These, as the 
others, are biographies of the two painters and the stories of their paintings. Both 
volumes contain reproductions of their works both in color and black and white - about 
70 to each book. Easily and pleasantly written and beautifully presented. A lovely 


and enjoyable Christmas gift. Each about ¢1.40 


EDITION ALPINE 


*This new series of small volumes is not only useful, but most interesting and attrac- 
tive. The titles speak for themselves - it is the history and description of these 
sights in France. Each volume has many beautiful photographs. Not only do the books 
give you a good idea of how people live there now, but also how you would spend your 
time over there. Nice to own as a memento after you have visited these places, but 
just as nice for those who have not - for after reading them and looking at the pic- 
tures, you feel you have been there. They are excellent gift books. Titles in the 


series are listed below. 


Dore, R. CHAMONIX (Mont-Blanc, Mer de Glace) St. Marc, Jd. LISIEU 


Dore, R. GRENOBLE ET SES ENVIRONS Monmarche, G. CHARTRES 
Monmarche, G. ROUEN Varzy, F. LOURDES ET SES 


Canville, B. LE LAC D'ANNECY ENVIRONS 


Monmarche, G. AUX CHATEAU DE LA LOIRE D'Almedia, R.C. LE PAYS BASQUE 
(Blesois, Touraine) D'Almedia, R.C. CHATEAU EN ILE- 


Ludois, A. LE MONT ST-MICHEL (each $1.00) DE-FRANCE 


- 497 - 
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Marbo, C. . FLAMMES JUIVES (Ruth et Rachel) Albin Michel 
(Flames of Judaism) 


* A quite enchanting novel. It deals with the modern young Jewish generation 
both in France and Morocco. Its psychology, hopes and ideals, as well as disillusion- 
ment are beautifully drawn by means of young Ruth's, kachel's, and Daniel's personal- 
ities. Delightful reading. About ¢1.50 


Cito, C. CZARDAS SANGLANTES Les Ed. de France 
(Sloody Czardas) 


A light but entertaining novel, laid in Vienna and Budapest. An amusing 
and rather shrewd sizing up of the different nationalities that make up the house 
party of Mr. Drake, an American, and of Mirza, his Hungarian wife. It is as easy to 
read as to see a good and amusing film. About $1.50 


Morand, .P. LA ROUTE DES INDES Plon 
(The Road to India) 


This beautiful study could also be called "Pictures of actuality and etern- 
ity". Most clearly does Morand treat his subject - from the historical, geographical, 
and political angles. The book is divided into seven chapters, each a milestone on 
the road from Europe to India (by way of sea, land, and air). After finishing the 
book, one feels there is not much more to be said about Malta and Venice, Suez and 
the Red Sea with its ports, or any of the other stopping points to India. With a 
black and white map of the route. Certainly a book to read and to own. About $1.50 


Other titles by the same author: 


FLECHES D'ORIENT 
BOUDDHA VIVANT 
ROND-POINT CES CHAMPS ELYSEES 


Blond, G. JOURNAL D'UN IMPRUDENT A. Fayard et Cie. 
(The Diary of a Carless One) 


As sub-title Zhe School of Hypocrisy would be very appropriate. Day-by-—day 
and week-by-week through the eyes of the young hero, John Perie, we see the life of 
any young Frenchman resolved to make a career. The governmental and political pull 
and intrigues are amusing to watch. Well written. About ¢1. 40 


Benoit, P. & Farrere, C. L'HOMME QUI ETAIT TROP GRAND Les Ed. de France 
(The Han Who Was Too Big) 


OK Not so much history novelized as a novel which throws a light on history. 

This book shows us France in the days of Henry the third, with Catherine de Medici in 
her decline and Henry the fourth fighting for supremacy. Fascinating reading and as 
entertaining as any of the Alexandre Dumas pere books, by two of the foremost French 


novelists of today. 


About $1.50 
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Heriat, Ph. MIRROIRS Cenoel & Steele 
(Mirrors) 


Another psychological novel dealing with the modern post war generation of 
France. The main characters of Adrien, Fanny, and Marie-Marthe are skillfully drawn. 
The descriptions, never over-emphasized, are good. About ¢1. 40 


Duvernois, H. L'HOMME QUI S'EST RETROUVE B. Grasset 
(The Man Who Found Himself) 


* A fantastic novel. The adventures of Porterau who sets out for another 
planet in a rocket, Instead of finding himself in another world, he lands back on 
the earth but fifty years or so back in the past. The retrospective psychology which 
ensues provides the interest. About $1.50 


Other titles by the same author: 


LE ROMAN DES QUATRES 
A L'OMBRE D'UNE FEMME 


ITALIAN BOOKS 


Masino, P. PERIVERIA Bompiani 
(Surface) 

OK A short masterpiece, which derives its value not from the plot but from 

the very skillful picture of a group of children, their life and reactions. Laid 

in Italy in the present time, it is a very human and telling study. About $1.40 

Terra, L. ANIMA E CORPO Bompiani 


(Soul and Body) 


* Where the old novels used life and customs to represent their heroes, this 
book uses its young heroine, Helena, to represent life and man. This novel could 
almost be said to be a chemical analysis of human nature yet the cast is quite normal 
and full blooded. The young author is one of Italy's most promising ones. Enter- 
taining reading. About ¢1.50 


Madol, H. R. L*ENIGMA DI LUIGI XVII 4. Mondodori 
(The Enigma of Louis XVII) 


* x The title of this book speaks for itself. The author obviously has thorough- 
ly studied the subject and gives us an interesting historical work. Also the chance 
to decide for ourselves whether Louis XVII died in prison in 1795 or whether he re- 
appeared in France later under the name of Naundorff. Biography plus a picture of 

the period which is well worth reading. With black and white plates. About $2. 20 


Gigli, L. VITA DI GOBINEAN Bompiani 
(Gobinean's Life) 
and well it might be. Such a complete and 


* kk A book dedicated to Mussolini, 
The evolution and nature of Gobinean's 


interesting biography one rarely comes across. 
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works is perceived through the study of his life. Sufficiently fictionized biography 
to appeal to many. About $1.80 





GERMAN BOOKS 


Blume, G. DAS WIRTHAUS ZUM ROTEN HUSAREN Schutzen Verlag 
(The Red Hussar Inn) 


Laid in 1700 with a background of the Turkish War and the rule of Prince 
Eugene, we have here the life of two soldiers - Stephen Kreith and Michel Kohlhaas. 
Their striving for an honest life, their unsuccessful attempts, and finally their 
death provide a full blooded and strong narrative. Compares well with a medieval 
ballad. About ¢2.00 


Waggerl, R. H. MUTTER Insel Verlag 
(Mothers) 


This is a sort of contradiction to his former book, bread but just as fine 
a piece of work. Against a background of peasant life we have several beautifully 
drawn figures. The central one of old Gertraud the mid-wife, (obviously a recollec- 
tion of the writer's childhood days) - and the equally vital lesser characters: Maria, 
the wife of the innkeeper and her husband Jacob, the maid, Barbara, and coachman, 
Nikolaus. The book is simply and vigorously written. About $2.25 
























Stuttgart. 
Ceutche Verlags-—Anstalt 


Zimmer, H- MAYA (Hindu yvyth) 
(Maya) 












*% x A masterpiece. For the first time we are able to read in a European lang- 
uage, assimilate, and make our own all the religion, culture, and art of the Hind ys. 
This work abstracts the elements of Hindu civilization from the purely mythical and 
legendary realms and relegates it to a more understandable level. Written in fluent 
and beautiful prose, with equally fine illustrations. An ideal sift book. 

About $3.50 










